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"We have here at present/' FrankHn reported, "what the French
call une assemblee des notables, a convention composed of some
of the principal people from the several States of our Confedera-
tion. They did me the honor of dining with me last Wednesday,
when the cask was broached, and its contents met with the most
cordial and universal approbation. In short, the company agreed
unanimously, that it was the best porter they had ever tasted,"
On the 17th the last Virginia delegate was at the meeting at
the State House* George Mason, though he had avoided public
office so far as possible, had been, immensely influential in Vir-
ginia affairs and through them on the Revolution in general. He
had drafted the Virginia Declaration of Rights in May 1776 which
Jefferson had drawn upon for the Declaration of Independence
in July; and had framed the major part of the Virginia Constitu-
tion of 1776 by which the state was now governed. Coming to
the Federal Convention, he brought the very essence of reason-
able, republican Virginia, and a particular opposition to the
institution of slavery.

On this same day, with the last of the Virginians, the first
members of the powerful South Carolina delegation arrived. They
were John Rutledge, war governor of the state and member of
the First and Second Continental Congresses, who came from
Charleston, and Charles Pinckney, not yet thirty, who had been
serving in Congress and came from New York.

Friday the 18th saw New York represented in the Convention,
by Robert Yates, a Justice of the State Supreme Court, and by the
immensely gifted Alexander Hamilton; thirty, bom in the West
Indies, an effective Revolutionary pamphleteer while he was still
a student at King's (later Columbia) College, aide and secretary
to Washington for three years during the war, lawyer, former
member of Congress, and among the earliest Americans to per-
ceive the weakness of the Confederation and to urge the need of
a strongly centralized authority supported by a new constitution.
For another week the Convention marked time while the open-
ing was daily put off for want of a majority of state delegations.
Some of the delegates who drifted in are hardly more than names
on a famous record, but they had their day and deserve to be
announced as they appear, though not to be laboriously memo-
rized, like the names of the ships in Homer.
Delaware had its quota present on the 21st, with George Read,